
Behaviors related to sex and sexuality in young  
school-age children 

Normal Range Of Concern Seek Professional Help 
Asks about the genitals, breasts, 

intercourse, and babies. 
Shows fear or anxiety about sexual 

topics 
Endless questions about sex. 

Sexual knowledge too great 
for age. 

Interested in watching/peeking at 
people doing bathroom 
functions. 

Keeps getting caught watching/
peeking at others doing 
bathroom functions. 

Refuses to leave people alone in 
the bathroom. 

Uses "dirty" words for bathroom 
functions, genitals, and sex. 

Continues to use "dirty" words with 
adults after a parent says "no" 
and punishes. 

Continues use of "dirty" words even 
after exclusion from school 
and activities. 

Plays doctor, inspecting others' 
bodies. 

Frequently plays doctor and gets 
caught after being told "no." 

Forces child to play doctor, to take 
off clothes. 
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Normal Range Of Concern Seek Professional Help 

Boys and girls are interested in 
having/birthing a baby. 

Keeps making believe he/she is 
having a baby after month/s. 

Displays fear or anger about babies 
or intercourse. 

Shows others his/her genitals Wants to be nude in public after the 
parent says "no" and punishes 
the child. 

Refuses to put on clothes. Exposes 
self in public after many 
scoldings. 

Interested in urination/defecation Plays with feces. Purposely urinates 
on the floor 

Repeatedly plays or smears feces.  
Urinates on furniture on 
purpose. 

Touches/rubs own genitals when 
going to sleep, when tense, 
excited or afraid 

Continues to touch/rub genitals in 
public after being told "no." 
Masturbates on furniture or with 
objects. 

Touches/rubs self in public or in 
private to the exclusion of 
normal childhood activities.  
Masturbates on people. 



Normal Range Of Concern Seek Professional Help 

Plays house, may simulate all roles of 
mommy and daddy. 

 

Humping other children with clothes 
on.  Imitates sexual behavior 
with dolls and or stuffed toys. 

Humping naked.  Intercourse with 
another child.  Forcing sex on a 
child. 

Wants privacy when in the bathroom 
or changing. 

Becomes very upset when seen 
changing clothes. 

Aggressive or tearful in demand for 
privacy. 

Likes to hear and tell “dirty” jokes. 
 

Keeps getting caught telling “dirty” 
jokes or making sexual noises. 

Continues behavior after exclusion 
from activities. 

Looks at nude pictures 
 

Continuous fascination with nude 
pics. 

Wants to masturbate to nude 
pictures or display them. 

Draws genitals on human figures. 
 
 
 

Draws genitals on one figure but not 
another.  Genitals in 
disproportionate size in 
comparison to body. 

Genitals stand out as the 
        most prominent feature on 

pictures. 
 
 



Normal Range Of Concern Seek Professional Help 

Wants to touch genitals, breasts, 
buttocks of other same age child 
or have child touch him/her. 

Continuously tries this behavior.  Tries 
to engage in vaginal, anal, or 
oral sex. 

Manipulates or forces other children 
into these activities. 

Erections. Continuous erections. Painful erections. 
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