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Isn@it amazing how quickly time passes? It seemslikejust yesterday this schod year was
starting and here we dl are wrapping thingsup. Aswith al endings | take this time to reflect
back on the happeningsof our KDEC chapter with much gratitude Our 2005K DEC conference
was agreat success! Thank you to our members, partners, and friendswho attended or presented
at theconference. Theinformation, resources, advocacy, and networking we get from this annud
event are invaluable to our work in thefield. 1@ aso like to extend a heartfelt thanks and warm
congratulationsto our conference chair and new incoming President, Peggy Miksch, for ajobwell
doné Wearetruly blessed to have such outstanding leadership within our organization! If you
weren@ able to make it to this year® conference, we hopeto see you next year. Mark your
cdendars for March 2-3, 2006. Dale Waker, our new conference chair, will be bringing another
great lineup for usagain in Kansas City. You don®want to missit!

We are continuing to grow our website. Soonyou will be able to access more information about
the 2006 conference and the Request for ProposalsO Y ou can aso find our Newsbrief, Board
information, and our Bylaws on thewebste. We plan to add moreinformation throughout this
next year. Taketimeand check it out at www.kdec.org.

We are excited to announce our new officers for the KDEC Board:

Gayle Stuber, Ph.D, Vice President. Thisisafour-year term. Gayleisan Educationd
Conaultant, Schod Improvement and Accreditation, for the Kansas Department of Education.

Chelie Nelson, M.A., CCC-SLP, Treasurer. Thisisatwo-year term. ChdieisthePreschod
Technical Assistance Specidist with Kansas Inservice Training System at the University of
Kansas.

These positions will begin July 1, 2005. We welcome them to the Board!



Jonni Brown, our current treasurer will be going off theboad this year. Thank you Jonnifor
your dedicationand time! Y ou have dore afantastic job!

In clogng, it has been ared pleasure serving as your President. | have appreciated this
opportunity and would like to thank the Board and you the members for your support. To me,
membership in KDEC and paticipationin theannud conferenceis a very worthwhile investment
in meeting the changing demandsof our profession.

Have awondeful summer!
Jennifer Tasset, KDEC President

Futurelssues of the KDEC NEWSBRIEF

This, and future issues of the KDEC NEWSBRIEF will be available only on thewebsite. To save
cods and paper use, the KDEC Board decided to make the NEWSBRIEF available on theweb
site only. We would like to invite you to visit thewebsite at www.kdec.org for future issues of
the NEWSBRIEF and other KDEC information. The NEWSBRIEF will be posted on thewebste
guaterly. We hope you will find this new format for the NEWSBRIEF convenient. Please let us
know. Y ou can email usat newd etter@kdec.org.

Awards from KDEC

2005Distingushed Sevice Provide Award: Jennifer Blair, Special Education Program
Coordinator, Geary County Public Schods.

TheDistinguished Service Provider Award hona's a person who demondrates innovativeness,
imagination, creativity, and theability to inspire othes, and has been in thefidd for anumber of
years.

Jennifer has been described as aleader whois willing to take chances, sees the big picture, and at
the same timeis sensitive to the needs of indvidud members of agroup. Sheissaid to set a
course of action, andimplement a plan that is built on the strength of her partners. Jennifer hdds
the highest regardsfor yourg children and ther families, as well as those sheworks with.

20050utstanding Contributor Award: Tammy Steeples, Ph.D., Life Span Indtitute,
University of Kansas.



Thesecondaward presented at the conference the Outstanding Contributor Award. This award
honoss a person in the fidd who has made significant contributions to early interventionin
Kansas through specid initiatives, research, or the development of programs and/or events.
Theseindividuas exhibit a sincere commitment to exceptiond children, thar familiesand the fidd
of specid education and ther community.

Dr. Tammy Steeples was named as therecipient for thisaward. Sheis a project coordinator ona
research grant on beginning communication skills in children with developmenta disabilities. Her
duties include scheduing, testing, anayzing, intervening, and disseminating information. While

these arealist of he current activities, they are only a culmination of her lifelong commitment to
early childhoodeducation. Over the years, Tammy has been a preschod and ementary teacher,
and has been a primary supporter of KDEC through membership as well as a past member of the
executive board. In addtion, thefamilies tha shehas worked with hold her in the highest esteem.

Tribute to a Special Friend and Colleague
Submitted by Misty Goosen, KDEC Pag President

On Saturday, Januay 22", the KDEC Board made a specid presentation at the home of a dear
friend and colleague, Marnie Campbdl|. A plague was presented to Marnie expressing how much
shehas meant to dl of usin thefidd, professionds and familiesaike. Our purpose was to
acknowledge theimportance of her contributionsto early childhood and early childhoodspecia
education systemsin Kansas and to honorher for her long and untiring dedication. The plaque
tha was presented to Marnie and her husand Steve had the following incription:

To Marnie Canpbel,

In acknowledgement andsincere appreciation for your outstandng leader ship in behaf of Kansas
Children andtheir families.
From TheKansas Division of Early Childhood

Marnie devoted her life to making the world a better place for yourg children with disabilities and
thar families. Much of her ingght and knowledge was gained first hand as a parent of a child
with ahearing imparment. Early on shetaught classes at Johnson County Community College
for sign language interpreters, and provided community education to families and providers
through the ARC in Overland Park. She moved on to become a curriculum consultant for the
University of Kansas as they designed new classes for the deaf education program, and later
became the Hartely Family Center Director at theKU Medica Center where she developed early
childhoodprograms for families with hearing imparments.

Marnie® devotion to thefidd didn®stop there. Shedecided that shecould have abigger impact
on thefield by working directly with state policy makers. In 1992she became the Coordinator



of theInfant Toddler Program (Part H), at the Kansas Department of Health and Environment,
and later moved to the Kansas State Department of Education where she became the Education
Program Conaultant for Early Childhoodand Family Programs.

Kansan families are not the only ones who have felt the positive impact of Marnie Campbdl.
Marnie has been wel known and respected as akey figure in nationa discussions regarding
young children with specid needsand ther families. In these groups Marnie was an advocate for
family centered practices and inclusve services for dl children.

Marnielog her long battle with cancer on February 23, 2005. She was a dear beloved person
whose wondeful leadership, positive energy, and caring approach touched al of usin some way.
She has indeed, as our Kansas logo states, OMade A DifferenceQ

Next Year Ok DEC Conference

Our next KDEC conference, Making a Measurable Difference for YoungChildren andFamilies
will bein aKansas City location that is still being findized. Specifics aboutwhere the conference
will be held and the request for proposals will beinduded in the Summer Newsbrief in August
and onthewebsite at www.kdec.org . Dae Walker will be the conference chair this year. Plans
are underway for adynamic conference so stay tuned. We welcome and encourage membership
invavement in the conference. It is agreat opportunity to meet with other colleagues from
Kansas and natiordly. If you would like to volunteer or have suggestions please contact Dae
Walker.



News from the State and Beyond
Gayle Stuber, PhD
School Readinessin Kansas. The process of defining (chool ReadinessO
Early Learning Guidelines: A Developmental Sequence L eading to K-12 Standards
Themagor purpose behind the Early Learning Guidelinesis to develop a set of early standardsor
guidelines that are aligned with the Kansas K-12 standards There are four mgor purpose
statements to support the development of the Guiddines:
1. To create acontinuum tha linksearly development to schod readiness and later learning
in schod andlife;
2. To provideaclear statement of wha young children should know and be ableto doasa
result of experiencing quality early learning opportunities.
3. To provide guidancefor families and early learning professionds that enhance and
support ther abilities to create experiences tha promote early learning opportunities, and
4. To show that during theearly years, children acquire skills, knowledge, and abilitiesin all
developmental areas (e.g., soda-emotiond, physicd, early literacy, mathematics, musc)
critical to future learning.
TheEarly Learning Guidelines ARE designed to:
1. Recognize theimportance of theearly years as learning years.
2. Serveasaguide for appropriate curriculum development/selection.
3. Serveasaguidefor creating quality learning environments and opportunities.
TheEarly Learning Guidelinesare NOT designed to:
1. Serveasacurriculuminan early childhoodprogram or other setting.
2. Exdude children from a program, schod, or activity.
3. Serveas an assessment for children, families, or programs.

Kansas School Readiness Proj ect

The Schod Readiness Project isgearing up to collect data this coming fal on thefour
componeats of the Framework: family, community, school, and child. Indcators for each
componeat are measured by specified pieces of datatha are collected at the county and state
levels. Results of the 2004 basdline data collection providea preliminary description of entering
kindergartners, thar kindergarten classroons, and thar families, communities and schods. For
further information, please emall Gayle Stube at gstube @ksde org.




Federal Update from DEC

OSERSIDEA reguationshearings are taking place across the courtry. Bdow are some of the
recommendaionsbeng put forth from DEC. These are also available onthe DEC websdte at
www.dec-sped,org

1.

DEC recommendsthat languagebe clear that IDEA pesonnel qualificationsinclude
preschool special education teachers. Revised personné gudificationslanguage under the
Part B statute states- OT he State educational agency has established and maintains
gudificationsto ensure that personnel necessary to carry out thispart are appropriatey
and adequately prepared and trained, including that those personné have the content

know edge and skills to serve children with disabilitiesO(Sec. 612(@)(14)). Thelanguage
further goes on to include specific language related to specid education teachers at the
elementary, midde and secondary leve; related services personnd; and paraprofessionds.
Althowh preschool specia education teachers are not specificaly addressed in this language,
DEC bdlieves the statutory languageis clear that preschool specid education teachers are
included due to the reference above Qper sonnel necessary to carry out thispartEO

DEC bdieves that therevised statutory language intends al personne providing services under
IDEA, including preschod teachers, meet personnd qudification requirements established by
states. Therefore, DEC recommendsthat language in the regulationsclarify that gates must
egtablish and maintain qualificationsto ensure preschool special education teachersare
appopriately and adequately prepared and trained.

2. DEC appeciatesthe proposed NPRM languagein 3008(b) that clarifies that local schod

districts can select subsets of age ranges when determining thar policy to use developmental
dday to determine preschoders eligible for Part B as DEC had recommended in our February
comments.

DEC appreciates theaddtion of Qrave training instructionCto the definition of Qvrientation
and mobility servicesOat 30034(c)(7) as DEC had recommended in our February comments.

Paperwork Reduction- According to the new statute, up to 15 states may receive authority
from the Secretary to waive Part B requirements for no more than 4 years to reduce
paperwork and nonnstructiond time burdens that do not assist in improving educationd and
functiond results. Civil rights requirements cannot bewaived and nothing can affect theright
to FAPE or waive procedural safeguardsunde Section 615. (Sec 609) DEC recommends
that regulatory languagespecifically clarify what Part B requirements can be waived,
which cannot and what civil rightsrequirementsapply.

Natura Environments - DEC does not believe that the new statutory languagein IDEA
2004related to natural environmentsin Part C represents a changein federal palicy.



The conference report language indicates that the change was made CE to

recognize that there may beingances when achild'sindvidudized family service plan cannat be
implemented satisfactorily in the natural environment.O This represents policy unde IDEA®7
and does not reflect achange.

Further, the conference report language states CE. The Confereesintend that in these instances,
the child's parents and the othe members of theindividudized family service plan team will
together make this determination and then identify themost appropriate setting in which early
intervention services can be provided." This language seems to represent policy unde IDEA®7
and does not reflect achange.

DEC aso notes that other statutory language related to natura environments remainsthe same:

Oro themaximum extent appropriate, early intervention services are provided in natural
environments, including the home, and community settingsin which children without disabilities
participate (Sec. 634@)(G))

ThelFSP must contain QA statement of the natura environments in which early intervention
services will appropriatdy be provided, includng ajudification of theextent, if any, to which
the services will not be provided in a natura environment; (Sec. 636d)(5))

Therefore, DEC strongly recommendsthat current regul ationsrelated to natural environments
bereained and any addtional regulatory languagereinforcethat: (a) the |FSP team
determinesthe appropriate setting for the child; (b) no member of the | FSP team can
unilaterally select the setting; (c) servicescan only be provided in a stting other than a
natural environment if the child® outcomes cannot be achieved in a natural environment and
the team@judtification is documented; and (d) the home is not the only natural environment.

6. Early Intervening Services Thenew statute includes languege that allows for the
provision of early intervening services through interagency financing structures, for students
in kindergarten through grade 12 (with a particular emphasis on students in kindergarten
through grade 3) who have not been identified as needing specia education or related services
but who need additiond academic and behaviora support to succeed in agenerd education
environment. (Sec. 613f)) DEC notesthat the satute issilent on providing early
intervening servicesfor children aged 3 to 5 and does not redrict this provision for usein
preschool. Given the current emphasis on early academic and behavioral suppat, DEC
recommendsthat the NPRM languageat 300.226a) be revised to pecify this provision can
beappied to the entire agerangeunde Part B of 3-21 years.

7. Part C Invited to IEP Meeting - New |EP language was added as follows: D) IEP Team
Transition+ In thecase of achild who was previously served under part C, aninvitation to
theinitia 1EP meeting shdl, at therequest of the parent, be sent to the part C service



coardinator or other representatives of the part C system to assist with the smooth trangtion
of services.O(Sec. 614(d)(1)(D))

DEC recommendsthat regulatory languagein the NPRM at 300.321() be clarified to require
that LEAs mug notify parents of thisoppatunity to invite Part C personnel to the | EP meeting.

8.

CAPTA Requirements - Thenew statute includes language requiring policies and
procedures to accept referrals for achild B-3who (A) isinvadved in a substantiated case of
child abuse or neglect; or (B) isidentified as affected by illegal substance abuse, or withdrawal
symptoms resulting from prenatal drug exposure; O Conference report language states; OThe
Confereesintend that every child described in 637@)(6)(A) and (B) will be screened by a Part
C provider or designated primary referra source to determine whether areferra for an
evaluationfor early intervention services unde Part C is warranted. If the screening indicates
theneed for areferra, the Conferees expect areferral to be made. However, the Conferees do
not intend this provision to require every child described in Section 637(a)(6)(A) and (B) to
receive an evauation or early intervention services unde Part C."

DEC recommendsthat the conferencerepart languagerelated to CAPTA be incorporated into
theregulations clarifying that gates may develop and implement policiesthat allow screening
of children referred under 637(a)(6) in order to determine if evaluations are necessary. Unde
thislanguagea child would haveto be evaluated if the screening yielded information that the
child needs an evaluation.

9.

Three Yearsto Kindergarden Option - DEC recommendsthat regulatory language be
included to clarify that when the amount appropriated for Part C exceedsthe $460
million trigger, 15% of the amount of fundsthat exceed $460 million level would be
made available to statesthat opt to participatein the three to kindergarten option.

In addition DEC requestsclarification asfollows:

A States bedlowed to take a portion of the option e.g. age 3-4 or only age 3 or only age
4.

A Language shoud beincluded that achild cannat return to Part C after trangtioning to
Part B preschod services.

A Kindagarten ageOshould be defined by the state.

10.Definitions DEC requests regulatory language be included for the term Gscientifically-

basedOand the guidance should be aligned with NCLB language as |ong as the guidance
enaures that single-subject, corrdationd, and qualitative research are included in the definition
along with randam assignment experiments.



DEC notes tha the DEC@ Recommended Pradicesinitiative is one which identifies, promotes
and supports the use of scientificaly valid practices based on a synthesis of best available
research evidence integrated with professiond and family wisdomand vaues.

In addition, DEC recommendsregulatory language on Qpeer-reviewed researchObe congstent
with thework of the National Research Courcil (2005). Further, rdated to the matter of
invaving consumersin the peer review process, DEC asks tha the department find ways of
invaving consumers that do not compromise the qudity of thereview decisons Examples of
this, which should be consdered, are foundin NCR report (e.g. participating in retrospective
reviews of agency portfolios serving on priority-setting committees).

KDEC M embership

TheDivisonfor Early Childhood(DEC) isaninternationa professiond organization designed
for professionds and families assodated with infants and young children with specia needs It
was formed as a division of the Courril for Exceptiond Children (CEC) in 1973 TheKansas
Division for Early Childhood(KDEC) is astate subdivision of the Internaiond Divison for
Early Childhoodand beganin 1982 Our subdiisionis seeking persons to be patt of this
organization. By joining, you will receive the benefits of numerous publications (Young
Exceptiond Children, Teaching Exceptiond Children, Exceptiond Children, and Journal of Early
Intervention). KDEC aso provides the opportunity to interact, collaborate, and communicate
with othersin thefield; beinformed oninnowations in research, policy, best practices, and
currents issues; and be eligible for reduced rates at the KDEC annual conference. New members
may contact Ginny Butts, KDEC Membership Chair at membership@kdec.org or cal 620-326-
8906, ext. 224for an application. Or, for easier and quicker membership, visit the Coundl for
Exceptiond Children webste at www.cec.sped.org. Please congder joining our organization and
supporting children and familiesaroundthe state. If you are dready a member, share this
information with a colleague andinvite them to check out the DEC websdte at http://www.dec-
sped.org/index.html for moreinformation about the benefits of membership.

Student M ember ship
Sanna Harjusola-Webb
KDEC Student Representative, University of Kansas

TheKansas Division for Early Childhood(K DEC) would like to extend an invitation to currently
enrolled early childhoodearly childhoodspecia education university students to join our

organi zation as student members. The benefits are HUGE for the nomina duesrequired. CEC,
DEC, and KDEC provide many opportunities for you to becomeinvaved with the organization,
and also support you as a student and a future early childhoodprofessiond. CEC's continuing
education programs provide current news, state-of-the-art resources, and new ways of reaching



students. CEC dso provides you with essentia training programs, materias, planning, and
continuing education opportunities.

A student must first beamember of the Coundl for Exceptiond Children (CEC) for adues
amount of $4600, and then additiondly join the Divisonfor Early Childhood(DEC) for the
amourt of $12. Tha meansfor atotal dues amourt of only $5800, a student will receive the
following:

Teaching Exceptiond Children (6 issues per year)
Exceptiond Children (4 issues per year)

CEC Today(7 issues per year)

Joumal of Early Intervention (4 issues per year)
YoungExceptiond Children (4 issues per year)

Student members of CEC and DEC automatically are members of KDEC. In addtion to thefive
different journds that are received during the year, student members have access to Student
Educator Professiond Liability Insurance for thelow cost of $12 per year. Thepolicy isthe
same as that offered to professiond members, but does not indude job protection benefits. As
each student needsthis during thar practicum experiences, this insuranceis available to student
members at thislow yearly cost. Student members also have reduced conference rates for
nationd, regional, and state meetings Please find out more about the benefits on the CEC
website: http://www.cec.sped.org/mb/curr_members.html#benefits

If you are currently a student member, please share thisinformation with your peersand
encourage them to join you in this professiond organization. If you arearegular CEC/DEC
member but have the opportunity to encourage a student to join KDEC through CEC/DEC,
please doso. Youwill find opportunities to have avoicein public policy, and to become a part
of alarge network of locd, nationd andinternationa expertise and knowledge. Also, ask DEC or
dec@dec-sped.org, isagreat resource for students when looking to find answers to questions
aboutyoung children with specia needs

Thisisawondeful opportunity for upcoming practitionasto join ther nationd and state
organi zations, and participate in future policy development and best practicein thefield of early
childhoodearly childhoodspecia education.

We Need Your Help at the 2006 Conference

Are youfriendy, outgaing and willing to make a difference by assisting your fellow KDEC
members? If you answered YES, then we need you to join theranks of other KDEC members
who volunteer thar time to ensure that the Kansas Divisionfor Early Childhoodcontinues to be
themost informative, educationd andinspiring event year after year. Volunteeringis agreat way



to meet and get to know other early childhoodprofessionds, plus you'll be doing something to
hdp your member organization.

The KDEC seeks volunteers for the upcoming 2006 Conference, Making a Measurable
Difference for Yourg Children and Families, to behdd In March 2006in Kansas City. Various
tasks will be available such as hdp at registration desk, assist as a chairpersonin asession, and
volunteer at theregistration/information desk. For moreinformation and to apply for avolunteer
position, please contact KDEC.

If you have questions abou the KDEC NEWSBRIEF contact Dae Walker at
newsletter@kdec.org




