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KDEC NEWSBRIEF

Presidents Message:

This newdetter should find you in the midst of fal festivities! With the KDEC annual conference just around the
corner, the KDEC board hopes that you are looking forward to agreat time just aswe are!

Thisisour 26" year of KDEC and the conference will continue to help us all celebrate our profession by learning new
skills, making new friends, and networking with colleagues. The title of the conference says it well-- QPositive
Outcomes for AlIO We hope that the speakers and the presentations will help you not only provide positive outcomes
for your children, but aso get positive outcomesfor yourself!

Please make plans to celebrate with us March 6-7, 2008 in Wichital Keep checking the web ste for conference
updates at www.kdec.org. Look for sesson descriptions later in the year. KDEC board members heard the
membership say, Qve need and want better communication! O We hope that the newdletter and website will provide
part of that communication!

| would like to invite you to join me in saying welcome to Cindy Kongs, our new Vice-President. She will be taking
on the conference after thisyearN welcome, Cindy!

Gayle Stuber moves into the President postion this year. Gayle worked on last year® conference and ill is
appreciating al the work that everyone one the board did to help make the conference a success. This year3
conference chair duties belong to our President Elect, Peggy Miksch. Peggy has been a part of KDEC for severd
yearsN and is amaster at putting together awonderful conference! Thank you, Peggy, for your continuing support of
KDEC and the profession!

Incluson is, and dways has been, something that we strive to do. The conference will have many presentations that
support inclusonN it is a critica piece of the profession. We cannot provide positive outcomes for dl if we do not
have inclusive settings and use inclusive practices. Several of @sCare members of an Expanding Opportunities Team,
working to develop a stronger inclusive effort across agencies. KDEC members within the Kansas State Department
of Education are a part of thisN as are Head Start, the Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Social and
Rehabilitative Services. Collaboration, communicationN inclusion!

In closing, | want to continue the emphasis on professonalism. KDEC is a strong professona organization. Early
Childhood is front and center these days in both Kansas and the nation. We need to collaborate for the good of the
fiedldN and for the children and families we serve. Please consider the important role KDEC plays as your
professonal organization. | ask that each of you make a commitment to KDEC this year by supporting the
organization through participation in our annua conference and encouraging colleagues to join usl Y our continued
involvement keeps our subdivision strong, resourceful, and innovative in our field.

We look forward to seeing you in Wichital

Gayle Stuber, President



A Message for KDEC Membership
KDEC 2008 Conference

The KDEC 2008 conference is coming up. This year, the KDEC annua conference, QPositive Outcomes for AlllO
will be held in Wichita, Kansas at the Wichita Hilton Airport Executive Conference Center March 6-7, 2008. We are
excited to have two great keynotes and severd featured speakers.

Dr. Winnie Dunn will join us on March 6, 2008. Dr. Dunn, professor & chair of the department of occupational
therapy education, universty of Kansas medica center has just published a popular press book titled: Living
Sensationally: Undergtanding your senses. In addition, Dr. Dunn is the author of the Sensory Profile family of
products which includes the Sensory Profile, Infant/Toddler Sensory Profile, Adolescent/Adult Sensory Profile, and
the new Sensory Profile School Companion.

Dr. Virginia Buysse will join us on March 7, 2008. Dr. Buysse is a Senior Scientist at the FPG Child Development
Ingtitute and Research Associate Professor in the School of Education at The University of North Carolina a Chapel
Hill. Dr. Buysse is working to examine the evidence base of Recognition and Response, an early intervening system
for children in pre-k who may be at risk for learning disabilities. She will share her ingghts as to how RTI fits with
Pre-K.

In addition, we expect many excellent presentations from state and loca level professonals and a variety of
exhibitors,

Peggy Miksch is the Conference Chair, and she is working closaly with the conference committee to put together a
gpecia conference. We anticipate many quality submissions.

Regigration information for the conference will be at www.kdec.org. It is anticipated that this registration will be
open Jan. 2008.

Proposa Applications are on the web site now!

We Welcome Membership Involvement at the 2008 Conference!

Are you friendly, outgoing and willing to make a difference by asssting your fellow KDEC members? If you
answered Or ES,Othen we need you to join the ranks of other KDEC members who volunteer their time to ensure that
the Kansas Division for Early Childhood continues to be the most informative, educationa and inspiring event year
after year.

Volunteering is a great way to meet and get to know other early childhood professonads, plus you will be doing
something to help your member organization. Various tasks that are available include: help at the registration desk,
ass stance with hosting sessions, and other adventures!  For more information and to apply for a volunteer position,
contact us at www.conferencechair@kdec.org We hopeyou will attend the exciting events planned this year and
look forward to seeing each of you at the conference.




Where can | find information abou KDEC?

Members can find information about K DEC and the KDEC conference at www.kdec.org. Thiswebsteisused
to pod thelatest newdetter and other importantinformation. Thesite isupdaed as new informationis
supplied.

MAKING BEAUTIFUL MUSIC TOGETHER!!
Summary of the 2007KDEC conference:

Severa hunded paticipants gathered in Wichita to collaborate Di.e. make beautiful music togeher! Bongo
Barry Berngein started usoff well by givingusa ®eatCto learn by. Kathy Snow hdped ussee our work froma
parent@® perspective. Theresult was an energized group who went on to sessionsaboutschool readiness,
learning aboutevaluaion and assessment, family suppots, and coaching. KDEC once agan collaborated with
Head Start to providea collaboration conference strand. Overall, the conference went well andwas a
collaborative learning experience for all who attended.

Thank you for your time on the KDEC Board!

We would like to take thetime to say thank you to our 2007 outgoing boad members. Y our
time, energy and dedication are greatly appreciated.

Outgoing President Jennifer Tasset served 4 year Presidential rotation from 20022006

Outgoing Secretary Jennifer Obomy for Service 20052007
Outgoing Student Representative - SannaHarjusola-Webb

Kansas Division For Early Childhood B
Board Nominaions

The Nominations and Elections Committee of KDEC is soliciting recommendations from the membership for the
offices of Presidential Rotation and Secretary beginning July 2008. Sdf-nomination is encouraged. The Presidentia
Rotation Position requires a commitment of 4 years with arotation of 1 year each in the positions of Vice-President,
President-Elect, President, and Past-President. The Secretary position requires atwo-year commitment. All nominees
must be current KDEC members at the time of nomination and throughout the commitment and nominations must be
received by December 20, 2007. Please email or send your nominations (name, position, address, phone, e-mail, and
your name) to: KDEC nominations Committee, ¢/o Dae Walker, Juniper Gardens Children's Project, 650 Minnesota
Ave. 2" floor, Kansas City, KS 66101 Phone: 913-321-3143, e-mail: walkerd@ku.edu




Meet our Vice President
Cindy will serve afouryear term which will indude Vice-President, President Elect, President and Past
President

My nameis Cindy Kongsand | am looking forward to serving as KDEC Vice President. | am currently
working as an educationd conaultant, which indudes presenting in-services in the use of the Assessment
Evaluaion Programming Systems. | hold degreesin elementary education, learning disabilities and early
childhooddisabilities. | worked as an early childhood disabilities teacher for thirteen years. My backgroundin
elementary education and learning disabilities has emphasized the importance of aqudity early childhood
expeience. | envison my time onthe KDEC boad as atime to make a postive impact in the organization, the
children it isintended to serve and the professionds who providethe services.



How to contact your KDEC 2007-2008 Board Members & Committee
Representatives:

KDEC 2007-2008 Board Members
& CommitteeRepgesenatives

Presdent

Gayle Stuber
KSDE

(W) 785-296-5352
FAX 785-296-3523
gstuber@ksde.org

Pag Preddent

Dale Walker

Juniper Garders ChildrenO$rgect
650 Minnesota Averue, 2™ Floor
KansasCity, KS 66101

(W) 913-321-3143

FAX: 913-371-8522
walkerd@ku.edu

Presdert Elect

Peay Miksch

40627 K-99 HWY

Wamego Karsas 66547
KansasInservice Training System
785-456-8881

pmiksch@ku.edu

Vice Presdent
Cindy Kongs
ckongs@washingtonks.net

Secetary
Teri Varuska
tvaruska@ku.edu

Treasirer
Chelie Nelson, Ph.D.

Harvey County Special Education Cooperative

316-284-6510
carelson@newton.k12.ks.us

Famiy Concerns Represertative
Maria Martinez
E-Mail: hplbookworm@yahoo.com

Membersip Committee
Ginny Butts
FuturesUnlimited

2410 North A

Wellington, KS 67152

(W) 620-326-8906 x224

FAX 620-326-7796
ginnyb@futuresunlimitedorg

Student Representative
SaraGould
scorbin@ku.edu

Historian

Jemifer Tasset

(W) 620-225-5177

FAX 620-227-2072
jemifer@amrowheadved.org

KarnsasICC Represenative
Doug Bowman

(W) 785-296-1294

FAX 785-296-8616
dbowman@kdhe state.ks.us

Children Action Network (CAN)
Doug Bowman

CCECDS

1000 SW Jackson, Sute 220
Topeka, KS 66610-1274

(W) 785-296-1294

FAX 785-296-8616
dbowman@kdhe state.ks.us

KCCTO Represertative
Gayle Stuber

(H) 785-842-0757

FAX 785-296-3523
gstuber@ksde.org

KansasCEC Repesntative
KAEY C Repesntative
Gayle Stuber

(H) 785-842-0757
gstuber@ksde.org




FAX 785-296-8626

cnelson@kdhe.state ks.us
Ex-Offi cio Members Ex-Officio
Ex-Officio David Lindeman, PhD
Cardyn Nelson KansasUniverdty Centeron
ChildrenrODevelopmertal Senices Developmertal Disahilities
1000 SW Jackson, Sute 220 lindermar@ku.edu
Topeka, KS 66612-1274 (620) 421-6550 extension 1713

(W) 785-296-6135

SpotlightD2007 Mini Grant Project

Pareh Empowermert in Early Intervertion

Five parerts who have experiencedsuccess in early intervertion sharetheir storiesin anew
video, Parert Empowemert in Early Intervertion. The videowascreatedfor viewing by pareris who are
newto Part C services Jare Eby, Resarch Assistart for Rainbows United, Inc., producedthe videoin
cadllaboration with Rule Praductions in Wichitain early 2007. Funding wasprovidedby a mini-grant
from KDEC ard Wichita State Universty. The goal of the projectwas to capture a glimpse of ealy
intervertion from the parertOgoint of view: first-hand accaunts of parent discoveries developing self-
confidence ard self-efficacy, leaning to trust service providers and transformation through the IFSP
proces. All of the parerts receivedtheir ealy intervention through Rainbows United Inc.

Eby will use thevideoin her current dissertation resach for her PhD. in Community
Psychology at WSU. The researchquedion is whether parens new to ealy intervertion serviceswho
watch this videowill self-report asmore empoweredthan parerts who do not watchthevideo. The
measiresof parert empowermert that will be used arethe Family Empowemert Scale (Koren, DeClillo
& Friesen 1992), and the Family OutcomesSurvey (Bailey, Hebbeler & Bruder, 2006), both used with
permission. Once the reallts of the researchare published, Eby plans to distribute the video.

Pare empowemmert isagoal of early intervertion. Collaboration betweenservice providersand
parerts empowershboth. Empowermen theary conceivesaprocesin whichindividualsfirst becane
emmweredin their own situation and thenproceedto help othersard to produce change. Community
psychology, social work, and orgarizatonal pergectivesof empwermert include a personOgroup
idertity asone of the necessary ingred ents thatleadto empowermert. The project proposesthat parerts
needto have an orientation to their idertity and status as parerts of childrenwith special needs in order to
develop in their role asadvocates teachersand change agerts.

The original intert of the video projectwasto provide avideoto oriert parentsto the contert of
the IndividualizedFamily Service Plan (IFSP). This gave way to the currert production, aswe reaized
that a peer-to-peer video would have more impactand be more valuabe for parents who are new to the
early intervertion system

Jare Eby canbe contactedatjleby @wichita.edu




2008KDEC Mini Grant Awards

Congratulaions to the following applicants for the Mini Grant Awards. These individuas and agencies were
awarded $500 from KDEC:

Michelle Hepnerand Ailiana Garcia, Special Education Teachers
Rolling Ridge Elementary School, Olathe School District
Promoting Early Intervention with Literacy to Families and Children with Disabilities

VeraLynne Stroup-Rentier, Ealy Childhood Specid Educaion Teacher
Shawnee County Infant and Toddler Savicesa TARC
SCITS Family Portfolios

VeraLynne Stroup-Rentier, Ealy Childhood Specid Educaion Teacher
Shawnee County Infant and Toddler Savicesa TARC
SCIT S Staff Portfolios

DenaBracdano, Tiny-K Eally Intervention Coordinator

Laasy Novak, KU Community Hedlth Senior and Tiny-K Intern
Tiny-K Eary Intervention Douglas County

Torticollisand Plagiocephay Prevention Canpaign

2007 Awardsfrom KDEC
Congatulationsto this group of dedicated individuds!

2007 Awardof Excellence AwardbPJudith J. Carig, PhD
2007 Distinguished Senice Provider Award - Jan Hathaway

2007 Outstanding Contributor Award: - Dale Demis

2007 DirectSenice Provider D DeAnna McCloud -

2007 Outstanding Student DEC Member - Amanda Tyrrel

Please Help Select Next Y ears
Award Winnes!
2008KDEC Award Information
Is Induded Below!
There are so many talented individuds in this field!
Take thetime today to formally recognize a colleaguetha makes a difference!!!



The KDEC Awards Committee NEEDS nominations from the field for five special awards to recognize
individuals who have macde importarnt contributions to the field of early childhood special educaton/early
intervertion. Now isthe timeto giverecaggnition to those who deserveit within our field. Thefive
catgoriesof awards include:

Outstanding Contributor
Award

This award honors an
individual who has made
significant contributions to
early intervention in Kansas.
This award is open to members
aswell as nonmembers.
Persons who might be
considered could include family
members, legislators,
physicians, educators, and any
individuals providing services
to young children and their
families.

Direct Service Provider
Award

Thisaward is presented to a
current DEC/KDEC member
who has made significant
contributions to young children
with exceptionalities and their
families. The candidate for this
award should have less than ten
years of direct serviceinthe
field. Thisaward honors those
who are beginning their career
and have made exemplary
contributions in their local area.

Award of Excellence

This award honors an
individual who has made
significant contributionsin
the following areas of early
intervention: publications,
research, development of
new concepts, approaches
or programs, new
techniques for diagnosis or
rehabilitation, improved
psychologica or education
evauation procedures,
improved administrative
procedures, practical
application of improved
teaching devices, and
dynamic leadership.

Distinguished Service
Provider Award

Thisaward is presented to a
current DEC/KDEC member
who has demonstrated
exemplary performance over a
period of at |east ten yearsasa
direct service provider and is
recognized by members of the
profession as someone who
demonstrates innovativeness,
imagination, creativity, and the
ability to inspire. This person
must be a member in good
standing both currently and for
at least the previousfive years.

Outstanding Student DEC
Member Award

Thisaward is presented to a
current full time student
member of DEC/KDEC who
has contributed a great deal of
time, energy, or support to early
childhood special education.
This can include activities
within their Student CEC
Chapter and/or to children who
are exceptiona and their
families.

Plea® take afew momerts of your timeto nominate a cardidate for one or more of these awards. Awards
will be preented atarmual KDEC confererce March 6 - 7 2008 in Wichita. Nominating anindividual
simply involvesfilling out anomination form. Thisform canbe found on the on the following page or at
www.kdecorg. ContactDale Walker, Pag Presdent at walkerd@ku.edu or (913-321-3143) with ary
guegions.




KDEC Awards Nomination Form

All nominations must bein writing and must include the nomineeOsitafesume,a cover letter describing
the individualOsvorthiness for receiving the award, and a minimum of one letter of recanmerdation
(outside of the nominator).

Category individud is bengnomnaed for:

____Qutstanding Student
___Direct Service Provide
____Distinguished Service Provider
____Award of Excellence
____Qutstanding Contributor

Name of Nominee:

KDEC ID Number:

Home Address:

Home Phone

Name and Address of NomineeOschool or agercy (if
empdoyed

NomineeO€urrent Paosition:

Number of yearsof experience: Currert position Total years

Nominator Completing This Form

Name:

Address;

Phone;: Fax

Email:




NOMINATIONS DUE: Januay 15,2008

Plea® submit by mail or anemail attachmenrt and forwardto:

Dale Walker
KDEC Pag Presdert
Juniper Gardens Childrens Prgect
650 Minnesota Ave. 2™ Floor
KarnsasCity, KS 66101
walkerd@ku.edu

Quedions? 913-321-3143 X206

KDEC Focuson Membership

The Division for Early Childhood (DEC) is aninternational professional orgarization desgnedfor
professionals and familiesassociated with infants and young childrenwith special need. It wasformedas
adivision of the Council for Excegional Children (CEC) in 1973. The KansasDivision for Early
Childhood (KDEC) is a state subdivision of the International Division for Early Childhood and beganin
1982. Our subdivision is seekng persons to be part of this organization. By joining, you will receive the
berefits of numeraus publicaions (Y oung Excegional Children, Teaching Exceptional Children,
Exceptional Children, and Journal of Early Intervention). KDEC also providesthe opportunity to interact
cadllaborate, and communicate with othersin the field; beinformedon innovationsin resarch, policy,
bed practces and currertsissues and be eligible for reducedratesat the KDEC amual conference. New
membersmay contact Ginny Butts, KDEC Membership Chair at membership@kdec.org or call 620-326-
8906, ext. 224 for anapplication. Or, for easer and quicker membership, visit the Council for Exceptional
Childrenat www.cec.spedorg. Plea® considerjoining our organizaion and supporting the childrenand
familiesaround the state. If you are alread/ a member, sharethis informaion with a colleagie and invite
themto check out the DEC welsite at http://www.dec-sped.org/index.html for more information about the
benefits of membership.

Student Membership

Hello Studernts!!

Asyou know, the 2008 KDEC Conferenceis coming up. Overthe pag few years studernt involvemen
hasincreagdand | would love to seethat continue! We will again have a poster session, so plea®

consider submitting a proposal to present a poster. It canbe targetedto parerts, resaicher, teechers or
other professionals or community members The badc requirement is simply thatit containsinformaton
about childrenageshirth 5 yearsold. Besdesbeing anexcelent way to sharewhat we aredoing with
confererce attendees thisis a greatopportunity to expend our experiencesand build our vitas



In addition to the poster session, this yearOsonference will also include a discussion parel session in
which we will have the opportunity to ak quegions to various typesof professionals about their career
path, how pag experiencesthey have had benefitedthem, experiencesthey wishedthey hadgotten, efc.
Thisisavaluabe way in which we canbetter gauge what we might like to do in the field and how to bed
prepareto be there

Finally, the amual confererce is only one thing that KDEC hasto off er. Plea® consider becaming a
member!! First, belonging to a professional organization illustratesaninteres in the current state of the
field and in connecting with other professionals. Networking is apowerful learring opportunity and can
make the professional road an easer one to travel. Joining KDEC also brings the berefits of receving a
variety of publicatons (Teaching Exceptional Children, Excegional Children, and CEC Today)
throughout the year,aswell asthe opportunity to save 30% off all CEC publications. Sincethe CEC is
our parer organizaion, to join KDEC you must first join CEC (cost is $66) and thenjoin the Division of
Early Childhood (cost is$12). Thenyou areauomaticaly a member of KDEC!!

| hope to meet more of you atthe conference and seeposterspresenting all of the wonderful things you
arecurrertly working on!!  Please extend this opportunity to your classmatesand coworkersaswell. The
more we grow, the more KDEC canoffer us.

Thark you!
SaraGould
KDEC Student Represertative

Early Learning Document

A cdllaborative group is now training across the state on the KansasEarly Learring documert. This
documert includesstandards and guidelinesfor childrenagesbirth to five years Thetraining is being
providedby memkersof KSDE, SRS, ard KITS staff. Plea® go to the KITS website, www.kskits.org to
find datesard locations for future trainings. NOTE: A session atthe KDEC conference will be training
on the document!

If you have questionsaboutthe KDEC NEWSBRIEF contact usat newsl etter@kdec.org




